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TEACHING A VALUE OF FREEDOM TO UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS THROUGH A MOVIE ENTITLED

MONA LISA SMILE
DIRECTED BY MIKE NEWELL

Uiaﬂpi Si[ﬁl"&inﬁ

Abstrak: Film tidak hanya merupakan sebuah media hiburan, namun film
Juga bisa digunakan oleh para pergajar sebapai salah satn alematif untek
meryampaikan materi pembelajaran bahasa. Isu jsu yang ada dalam film bisa
merjadi sarana untuk meningkatkan kemampuan dasar berbahase mereka
(menyimak, membuca, berbizara dan menulis),Selain i, film juga bisa
menjembatani pemzhaman lintas budaya dan mempertajam kemampuan
aralitis mahasisws_

Melalui film Mowa Lisa Smile bisa ditarik sebuah nilai sembelajaran
bahwamahasiswa bisa memperiuas wacananya t2niang cara pandang mengenai
peranan wanita Amerika pada era 1953 di mana pada masa tersebut wanita
dituntut untuk memenuhi kodrat yeng ditentukan olek masyarakat (menikzh
dan mempunyai anak), sebagai satu setunya pilihan hidup yang harus mereka
jalari,

Kehadiran Katherine Ann Watson, ssorang dosen jurusan sejerah scni
ke Wellesley adalah untuk membuat perubohan dalam cera bes fikir murid
muridnya, yang selalu disjasi bahwa meniksh dan mempunyai anak adalsh
salu saturya hal yang bisa mereka jalani dalam kehidupan mereka

Katherine Ann Watson mengajak murid-muridnys untuk bela‘ar menilai
senl dengan pendapat mereka sendin bukan dengan pendapa: crang lain.
Demikian pula dergan kehidupan mereka, Katherine Ann Watson
menginginkan murid-muridnyauntuk renjalani hidupnyadengan cara mereka
serdiri dan tidak selalu tergantung pada rradisi vang mengikat mercka.

Kata kunei -film, wanita, tradisi,
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INTRODUCTION

Movie is not merely a media for
antertainment; it is also a media for
language teaching such as English. It
is a way to improve students’ English
abilities such as listening skill, reading
skill, grammar skill. Other reasons for
using movies in teaching English are:
movie provides a concrete way to
pregent an important information in a
number of differeat ways, and using a
recent popular movie allows the
teacher to talk a language that students
understand and frequently use ( Davis,
1993,p.99).

Movie covers a wide range of
lopi¢ in sending its message to the
audience. One of the topics in filmis
women. The most majority of film
shows have placed women in the
ordained roles of wives and mothers.
Society expects women to be a good
wile and # good mother. Women zre
educated and trained since their early
lives to be a good wife for their future
husband, and to be the perfect house
maker in their lives. Even from their
childhood, women are taught that the
main goal of their lives is to find a
man- to marry them. As stated by

Wollstonecraft in The Vindication of
Right of Women:

Womezn are told from their
infancy, and taught by the example of
their mothers that a little knowledge
of women weaknesses, justly termed
cunning, softness of temper, outward
obedience, end a scrupulous attention
to a puerile kind of property, will
obtain for them the protection of men;
and should they beautiful, everything
else is needless, for at least twenty
years of their lives.

The image of women in film
often portraved as having accepted
male chauvinism. Women always
stereotyped as the ones who own no
individuality and personality of their
own. Their entirely life is portrayed
as being depzndent and entwined with
that of the male. Women always
depicted to compromise, adjust,
obedient and who are supposed to
swerve fromthe traditional ways. The
film depicts the subjugation of women
to male authority, both with the family
and in the community in general; the
objection of women as a form of
property ; a sexual division of labor
in which women are confined to such
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activities as child raising, cnd
performing personal services for adult
male.

In relation to previous
explanation, the writer chooses Mona
Lise Smile as the subject of this paper.
It is a movie about how women used
to see their roles in society in 1953,
Traditional female roles in 150" are
caring mother, housewife, subservien:
to the male, proud house makers,
dedicated to her homes, groomed.
refined, cooking, sharing, and
conservative and conformity.

Mona Lisa Smile 15 a movie set
ir 1953 whereall grovnup girls were
supposed to show the meaning of
‘lady®. This film takes place in
Wellesley College, Massachusetts
where all the girls are smart and wani
adegree, yet afterwards they just wani
to get married and be a proper
housewife. [n Mona Lisa Smife, Julia
Roberts stars a subversive art history
teacher Katherine Ann Watson who
tries to teach Wellesley girls that they
should strive for something more then
living by what people tell them.

That is why # iz interesting to
diseuss the two differen: ideas in
Mona Liza Smile; & tension between

conformity ard tradition on the one
hand and new id=as and the forces of
change on the other.

The Source of datz in this paper
is the film Mena Lise Smile dirccted
by Mike Newell, USA that was
released by Columbia Tri-Star,
2003.The main data of this paper will
ba the dialogues and attitudes from the
characters of the film which have
signifization 1o the subjsct matier of
this paper. The supporting data are
odteinad from raference books end
other relevant sources.

This paper will be carried out
within the framework of Americar
Swdies. The defining charnsteristic of
American Study is nol the size of the
postulates but the effort to view any
given subjects of investigation from
many perspectives to take into necount
as many aspeds as pussible,

Since Amencan Studies is an
interdisciplinary study, this research
will employ some approachesthat are
suitablz 1o the subject matwer. Joseph
J. Kwat and Mary C, Turpie{ 1930)
states”The defining characteristic of
Americar Studies is not thesize of the
protlems but the effort to view any
given subjects of mvestigetion from

e S 7 e P ———— ey T ETE T e
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many perspectives to take into account
as many aspects of it as possible”
(Kwait and Turpie, 1980, p.3).

The first approach that will be
used in this paper is feminist approach.
According to a feminist analysis, the
possibility of male assault stands as a
constant warning to ‘bad’ (rebellious,
aggressive) women and

The second approach is
sociological approach. It is used to
comprehend the norm of social
condition and cultural background of
the film in order to understand the
problems that rise in the film,

Cultural hegemony theory of
Anthonio Gramsci is used in this paper
to analyze the conflict and conformity
between the old ideas that is accepted,
believed, and followed by the majonty
of th: population as the standard to
live being challenged by a new idea
that wishes to break that ideological
bond.

Therefore by applying those
approaches and theory, the
significance of Katherine Ann Watson
in bringing a value of freedom o hex
students will be analyzed.

THEORETICAL

BACKGROUND

Stereotype is a standardized
conception or images which are
shared by those who hold a common
cultural mindset that are they way a
culture or significant group within a
culture defines and labels a specific
group of people (Nachbar and Lause,
1992, p.237).

The stereotype for people in
popular culture ranges from age, for
example all teenagers love rock and
roll and have no respect for their
elders; sex, for example men only
want one thing from women; race, for
example all Japanese look and think
alike; religion fur example Catholics
love the Pope mare than their country;
and nationality for example Germans
are Nazi warmongers (Nachbar and
Lause, 1992, p. 236).

Feminist Theory

Mona Lisa Smile set in 1953
circa, when The Second Sex of
Simone DeBeauvoir published in
USA. It is a feminist essay which
compels the reason about the
subjugation of women and the
importance of emancipation.
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Feminism is essentially that the
inhuman and subjugating gender roles
that society has constructed for both
men and women have to be
demolished. It attempts to banish
labels by advocating for the social,
political, and economic equality of
men and women. In feminism’s
perspective, each person should have
the freedom to accept labels that
socially constructed and defined.
Gender makes an essential different
between men and women. As stated
by Hartman, a sex/gender system is
the set of arrangements by which a
society transforms biological sexuality
into products of human activity, and
in which these transformed sexual
needs are satisfied (Hartman, 1997,
p.102). ;

According to DeBeauvoir, there
is no pre given or pre-ordained human
nature and there is no innate female
natur¢. The key to understand
Debeuvoir’s analysis of sexism is her
account how women occupy the
position of the Other. She argues that,
in order to define their identity as
superior, men declared that they are
the master of Nature, which includes
women. By doing this, men put

women in a Hegelian slave position.
“[Woman] has always been, if not the
slave of the men, at least his vassal
(6).The problem with occupying the
position of the Other is that women
cannot form their identity in reference
to themselves as subjects, but only in
reference for men, whereas men form
their identity independent of women.
As stated by DeBeauvoir, “[ a woman)
is defined and differentiated with
reference t¢ man and not he with
reference to her; she is the inessential
as opposed to the essential, He is the
subject, he is the absolute, she is the
Other” (Debeauvoir, 1997, p.13).
According to DeBeauveir, if a woman
wants to become a self, a subject, she
must, like a man transcends the
definitions, labels, and essences
limiting her existence.

Myth of Today

Myth is a storv about super
human beings of an earlier age, of
ancient Egypt, Greece or Rome. But
it can also means a fictitious,
unproven or illusory thing. This is
closer to the terms that Barthes
explores in Mythologies. According
to Barthes, myth is the synonym of

_'..."..."'-‘“I
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ideology. It refers to the body of belie’s
ard representations that sustain and
legitimate current power relatignship.
While ideolozy itself promotes the
values and interests of dominant
groups within society. Terry Eagletan
writes in his book Jdeology: An
Introcnetion:

A dominant power may
leziimate 11selt by promoting beliefs
and wvalues congenizal to i
nettralizing and wniversalizing such
beliefs so according to render them
self-evident and apparently inevitahle;
dertigraiing ideas which might
challenge it; excluding rival forms of
thought, perhaps by some unspoken
but systemctic logie; and obscuring
sucial reality in ways convenlent ©
itself. Such ‘mysrification” as it is
commonly known, frequently takes
the form of masking or suppressing
socizl corflicts, from which arisesthe
conception of ideology as an
imaginary resolution of real
contradictions (Eagleton,1991.pp.5-6)

Thus, myth is the notion of
secielly comstructed reality which is
passed out as  ‘patural’
[wwworae surd.ac.

mxth.htm). Darthes™ mythologiss ars

[iE
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constructed by a double thenretical
framework; on the one hand, acritique
on the ‘arguage of mass culture, on
the other, to analvze semilogically the
mechanics of thiz lanzuags. Barthes
saw Lhe language of mass culture
(myth) as collective representations oF
tign-system, a second order
semivlogical system which is
constructed by signifier (e.z. Clothes
lik® evening dress, jeans), signified
(certain concepts like elegance,
casualness) and sign (the language of
fashion) Alsoe a myth is =2
metalanguage, in which it speaks
about the first. Through the analysis
of myth, Rarthes treats myth (kocks
and paintings, toys, food, wreatling
marches) as a wx! to read and tries tc
demystified the ideology that mass
culture’s been and aszeepted as
universal naturs. A myth scope treats
¢ach object as a complex of signs and

tales ready to unfold before us

B:rlhes argues that nlthbugh
objecis, gestures, and practices have
a certain utilitasian function, they are
rot resistant to the imposition of
mcancng. Take a car for example. Itis

N R ST T I, T, T, T
e Y P ——



il Skoresmi | Teacking Falue OF Freedom To Ui wersky Sudents Theough 4 Movie Entitled
Monalisa Smile Directea By Mke Newell

a purely functional obiect devoid of
connotations and resistant tc the
imposition of meaning A BMW and
Citrpen 2CV share the same
functional utility. They de essentially
the same job but conmete different
things about their owners: thrusting,
apwardly-mobile exscutives versas
ecologically sound, right on trendy.
We can speak of cors ten, as sign
expressive of a number of
connotations that Barthes wants to
unzover in myth. Myth wants to stop
take tings for graated, it wants (o
bracket or suspend consideration of
their function, and concentrate rather
on whzt they mezn and how they
functicn as signs. Myh s

intzrrogating the cbvious, taking a
closer look at that which gets taken
for granted. making explicit what
remains

Cultural Hegemany Theory

Hegemony might be defined as
an “organizing principle that is
diffused by the process of
sucialization into every area of daily
life. By hegemony, Cramsci meant the

permetation throughout society inan
entire system of values, attitudes,
beliefs, and morality that kave te
effect of supporting the satus quo in
power rclations
mfeducation/

It is stated also by Strinati in
www.theory.org.uk/
cl.gram.htm#hege *.. dominant
groups in society, including
fundamentally buat not exclusively the
ruling class, maintain their dominance
by securing the “spontaneous
consent” of subordinate groups,
including the working class, through
the negotiated construction of a
palitical and ideological consensus
which inzorporates beth dorinant
and deminated greups™(Strinati,
1925, E.165).

"There will alweys be a conflict
and negotiation hetweer the
subordincte and dominated groups
that will ead inchange, If subordinate
group wants to achieve hegemony,
they need to build up a network of
alliances with sccial minerities and
they need to conform to the interest
of other groups and social fosces and
then they will find a way of combining

_unrﬁ
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them with its own
interest(www.theory.org.uk/ztr-
gram.htm).

According to Strinati, it can be
ergued that Gramsei's theory sugpests
that subordinated groups accapt the
ideas, values, and leadership of the
dominant group not hecause they ars
physically or mentally induced to do
50, nor because they are :deologically
indoctrinated, but becawse they have

reason of their own
(wwwthcory.ongvk/ctr-gram. htm).

ANALYSIS

The aralysis is started with the
analysis of the Gtle of the film Mona
Lisa Smifz s a film by Mike MNewell,
named after the Mona Liza a painting
by Leonardd> ¢a Vinci, Portrait of
Mona Lisa (1479-1528), figure of a
woman, dressed in the Florentine
fashion of her day end seated in a
visionary, mountainous landscape, is
cne of remarkable work of of Italian
artist Leonardo da Vinzi. This painting
i smdied ard lkeamt by the swudents
in their ar: history class. From te very
teginning, Mona Lise was gradually
admired and much capied. It became
more famous in 1911 when it wasz

stolen from the salon Carre de Lauvre,
It was rediscovered in kotel in
Florence wo years later, Peorple
became 5o used 0 seeing it on
pictures, postcards, and even
advertisements. In the essay “Cn the
Perfect Beauty of Women" by the
nineteenth century Italian writer
Firenzuala states that the slight
opening of the lips at the corner of the
mouth wae censidered in that period
asa sign of elegance. Thus Mona Lisa
has that shight of smile which enters
into gentle, delicate atmosphere
pervading the whole peinting. To
achicve this effect, Leonardo uses the
stumato technigue, a gradual and an
urcenain sense of time of the day.
Wha: makes it sirikes the vizwers is
the zmazing degrez o which Lisa
looks alive. Like a living being, she
sexms to look at the viewers and to
have a mind of er own. She realy
sexm to changze before the viewers'
eyes and to look a litle different every
time they come back to her.
Scmetimes she szems 10 mock at the
viewars and then azain the viewers
sexm to catch somethirg like sadness

in her smile (www frontpage com)

e e e S SN ST T, Vo Vi ]
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The question is™ Dmex s reaily
smile?"” A question that is proposed
by Elizabeth Warren (Kirsten Dunts),
to her motaer after she finally came
to know that her perfect live §s In ruin.
Inshort, her perfect marriazeisnot as
it seems. This message can be
concluded from the quotation below:
Betty's mother : Elizaketh look at

me please.

: [Staring at her
mother)
["ve spoken to Miss
Jones. Ther: will be
ad divorce.
There is always a
period lor
adaptation. I wish
vou learn 1o try it
for a year
: (Showing  the
portiait of Mona

Lisa)

Look at harmother
Betty's mother © (Stare 2t a glance)
Spencer wonld ty as well. Aczording

w her, he Is very

upsel. Yeu shoald

call him.
. She *ssmiling. Is sz
happv?

Betty

Betty’s mother :

Betty

Betty

Betty’s mother : The  important
thing is not to tell
anyonge.

: She looks happy.

So what does it

matier?

Al least you dor’t

wash your diry

laundiy in public

: Let me tell yeu
semething. Not
everylaing as it
Seems.

Betty
Belty™s mother :

Betty

_ - glisa smila/
;hfquula gnﬁ movies/m/
monalisasmile. htm)

Be‘ty’s facial expression is sad
and desperate when she asked her
mother whether the portrait of Lisa is
smeiling. This scene is trying to say that
a perfect thing according to the
standard of society is not always
perfecton an individual 1ike ber Thus
if Mona Lisa inth2 painting doss not
smiile, 3o the film also trics to say that
there 15 something more to live then
living by what they are always taugh:.
This film tries 10 question the
traditionzl female rale in 1950°s as
wives and mothers as the only way of

_fl-_p
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live for wan. It ties to show that there
15 something mere to live than getting
married and haviag children which
way laught as the only way oflive for
BVETY Woman,

Fram the opening of the filin,
Mora Lisa Smile exposes the
sterentype of an ideal wornan in 1953,
A good women s depicted asthe one
who always follows the saciety’s
iradition sach as getting marricd,
having house and children. ARer all,
Mona Lisa Smile et in cirsa 1050
where the culiural mores of that time
said that girls’ ultimate dream isto be
married to a suecessful white collar
professional. In this ers, the female’™s
rule are caring mother, cedicated
housewives, conservative to the moral
and values of society, and subservient
o the male.

Moua Lisa Smile's began with
the armival of Katherine Ana Watson
(Julia Roberts) as a n art histery
instructor a1 Wellesley college. This
picturesque of New England is a
haven for elite srobs to increase their
status. lts formidable philosophy savs
that 2 womsan’s place is in the home
by the iron, dishes and stoves. School
i3 more concernzd with tuming the

girls into dutiful supportive
honsewives and mothers than
frecthinking intellectuals. This
message is shown ¢n the class
sttended by the girls at Wellesley. In
their table-seuting class, those girls
tauzht bow to be a good wife for their
future husbands. The instructor
teaches them that women’s role is
Faving family, raising children, and
subservient w the male. The instructor
stated that marrying and having
children is the fate every zirl i bom
o fill.

...that's very funny. But the
thirg is that i; is not a joke. A few yeurs
from now, you will be responsisle for
taking care of vour husband and vour
children You may all be here win easy
Abat grade is notimportant. The most
important ting is what your husband
gives [0 you net what you give him,

The message of women's role
as wives and mother can alsu be ween
from the dialogue below:

Bettys mother : Had you fitting
your gown?

Betty : We're o our way.

I almost forgor, [ spoke W Spenver

about reading a poem but he said no.

S Teaid allright.

T T T N T E TSN, 0,
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Betty's mether: Excuse us for a
second Joun.

(To Eetty)

A good wife alwavs let her
kusband think that everything is his
idea. Even when it is rot

(www.angelfire.com/monalisa
emile/ch/quotations/movies/m/
monalizasmile.ht

The two quotations above show
tha: agond woman is sappased to fiad
a husband and nct 1o show her own
idea but is aways submissive to the
male, It is nineteenth century, where
the socisty had a strong assumption
that women's position is clean she is
always and must be phvsically and
intellectually inferior to the man. This
idea caused women to dezome the
subordirate class that is politically and
socially only respensible as a wife aad
rmothers As a result they had no right
ta choose their own way.

Then came Katherine Ann
Watson, an art history instructor who
leaves har native Qakland, California
to weech at womanly conservatism
Wellesley College in Massachusetts.
Her arrival is tinged with
disappointments. She is impressed oy
herstudents’ sazemessinleaming tut

she discovered that most of her
stadents see that their elite educarion
as a passport to 2 big fat wedding not
an intell=ctual independence. She
finds that the girls live by taditions
that lezd them to believe that nothing
they czn do in their ives but follow
the tradition. Watson comes t¢ meet
the chellenge of making the girls see
the *light’. She begins a fairly
czmpaign to get the students realize
that there might be other ambitions in
life worth pursvirg., Watson
enccurages her students to challenge
the tradition by introducing anew :dea
of freedom and squality thmough her
art history class.

In the first day of her class,
Watson’s presentation in Art History
100 |s gusted by a class thet is already
read the entire syllabus. Then she
changes the syllabus and wses the
contsmporary art 1o teach the value
of freedom to her students. The
Wounded Risan of Sutine 1925 is
intreduced in her class. She leads her
stadens 10 criticize the painting with
their owr opinion; she does not want
her students to eriticize the paintirg
by using others® opinivas or thecries

Jurnal Umiak Widva Wecana 6o
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invented by an expert. Below is the Conny

quotation:
Betty
Watson
Delacorte
Watson

Betty

Gyselle

Gyselle

Conny
Belty

: 1 think

- What is that?

= You tell me.

- It is not in the syllabus.
: No it is not. Carsus by

Sutine 1925. Is it any
good? Heh...C'mon
ladies there is no wrong
answer. There 15 also no
textbook telling you
what to think. It’s not
that easy right?

. Alright... no...it is not

good. In fact [ wouldn't
consider itasanart. It's
a finger scraps.

there is
something aggressive
about it...and erotic.

: To you everything is

erolic.

 Ya...everything is

erotic.

+ Are there standards?
+ Of course there are

otherwise a tacky
painting could be a
credit to Rembrandt.

: Hey...my uncle has
two tacky paintings and
he loves it

: There are standards,
techniques,
compositions, colors,
even subjects. So...if
you suggesting that
scraps is a good art then
what do we’re going 10
learn?

+ That’s that. You have
guthne our new
syllabus Betty. What is
art-what makes it good
or bad and who decide?
Could we back to
Sutine please? Just
look at it again. Look at
beyond the paint. Let’s
open our mind to a new
idea.

comt/monalisa smile/
ah/ tati fmoviesim/
monali ile htm).

The quotation above shows that
Watson wants her students to judge art
with their own opinion. She tries o
get her students to think based on their
own thought instead of following or

Betty

Watson

WYY

#“—

#“‘—
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copying the (heorizss their elder have
set for them. So s with their lves,
Watson dce not want them to live by
what people tell them they should be;
she wants her students to live by what
they want to be. This message can he
seen also in the quotsticn belowr

Jean : Halle, Miss Waison.

Watson @ Yes I'm back here.

Jcan : I've never been in this
part befors. Where are
we?

Watson : No men’s land. So it
speaks. come on in,

Jean : What’s all these?

Watzon  : Different things
differcnt ways. Peogle
who nspie me, ar |
admire
Editonal Idon’t. So you
come 1o s¢e me.

Joan : You pave me C.

Watson  : I'm kind.

Joan : The assigament was to
write Brogyle that's
wihiat I did.

Watson @ INo...what you did is
Copy Strauss

Joan : I'was refers to an expert.

: IF T want to learn what
ke thought, "1l buy his
book.

: Miss Watson, with all
do respect...

: Bregyle was a
storyteller, find the
tory, sreak down into
smaller picces, you may
enjoy his story.

: You are giving me
another chance.

Watson  : So it stems.,

(www.ange fire.com/monalisa smile

ash/quotations/maovies/m|

monalisasmile.htm).

Besides thet, Watson's way of
icaching is elso means for her to make
her stndents realize that they have 2
freedem to do whatever they wan tc
do. She teaches them that there is
something more to live than getting
married and kaving children whick
the only way of life they have been
taught. She encourages one of h¢r'.
studeaws Joan (Julic Stiles) to apply
10 Yale Law School. Joan as a
potenhial but 1 shppery- she has been
accepred at Yale Law School, but 15

Walson

Joan

Watson

.oan
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just as keen on matiage and family.
She convinees Toan that dhe can de
whatever she wants to do and she can
do both lving family and education
at once. Watson tells Joan that she
does not need to choose betweer
family and education cince she cande
both. This message is clearly refleced

in the quotation below:

Joan : Is that my files? What
does it say?

Watwon ¢ Let's see. Straight A's.

Joan » Until now,

Watson  : Presidert of the poetry
society, captain of tennis
cluby, founder of the
Forticuliuars.

Jean : It sounds like &
[OMmMpous.

Watson . But you ase very busy
I"s written here that you

are ore law school
What lzw schoal you

are going to apply?

Joan : T haven’t thought about
it. After | graduated |
kave a plan to mamy

Watson  ; And zn?

Joan  And then I'll be
raTied.

T S P W T, T T e
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Watson  : You can do both. Only

you haven’t thirk abont
it right?

(www.angel fire.com/mmonalisy
smile/oh/quptations/movies/m/

The quocation above shows that
a womman is taught that all she can do
15 marrying ard having children. So,
no maiter how clever she is and no
matter how potental she is cha just
tossing away her poteatial as a human
being and gives 1t up to the expectation
of socizty that is; getting married and
raising family. The thing that is taught
by society's raditicn, as the anly way
for women to live their [ives,

And the academic vear goes by,
Watson teaches herstudents the value
of freedom, independencs, and the
exciting of contemporary &rt, Watson
alsoexhibits Van Gogh as herdefense
of modern art. In her class <e
challenges her students 1o produce
their gwn Van Gogh with paint by
number kit. It is one of her efforts to
show her students that they can
conform to socicty’s expectation if
they wish, but if they do not they do
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have a freedom to choose their path
of lived,

Watson's progressive way of
teaching 15 considered dangerous by
the college. Her way of teaching that
is encouraging the student to the
independent way of thinking does not
go down well in Wellesley. She is
considered breaking the rule and
tradition of the umiversity and society.
The society’s value and tradition in
1953 is that women’s role is having
family- raising children and
subservient to the male. This social’s
value is accepted by dominant group
in society which i1s presented by the
college president and its board
trustees. They feel uncomfortable for
with the idea brought by Watson.
Watson comes and tries to change
their tradition. As a result, the college
president forces Watson to change her
progressive way of teaching and to
follow their syllabus otherwise she
will be no longer accepted to teach at
Wellesley. Instead of staying and
following the rule, Watson is leaving
Wellesley. She refuses to be told how
to teach her class. For Watson, to

e W A Y ST ST T
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change for others is a lie to herself.
Below is the quotation:

Watson: Dear Betty. ..l came to
Wellesley because 1 want to make a
difference. But to change for others

iz a lie to  yourseif
www.angelfire. com/monalisa smile/
{ tions/ viesim/

monalisasmile.htm).

Besides the college president
and its board trustees, Watson's effont
to change their views toward the
tradition is at odd with one of her
students’ belief, Elizabeth Warren.
Watson finds herself wrapped in the
hateful word of Betty’s editorial in
Wellesley New Article. Betty's
editorial is alluding to Watson's
unwed status and extorting the
students not to ‘end up’ like her.
Below is quotation:

...Bearing children that will
carry our tradition. One might
supposed to consider why Miss
Katherine Watson, the instructor of
the Art History Department has
decided to declare war on marriage.
Her subversive ness and political
teaching encourage all Wellesley girls
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‘0 reject the role they born to fill
‘www.angelfire.con 158 smile/
chiquotations/movies/m/
monalizacmile htm'.

Elizabeth Warren is a young
studznt who hasbeen institutionalized
in her upbringing with traditional
values, morals, and beliels, She is
ready to aceept 2 hense at Greenwich
at the expenses of her Philandering
hustand Atthe beginning of the film,
Betty always does what her mother
wan!s her to do. Since the beliels at
the ime says that women will he
considered as a good one cnly if she
follows the rulebook of women and
the example of their mother.

As her marriage live go:s by,
Betty does exactly all the things the
things that women and wives
supposed to do. Her submissiveness
a5 the result of tradition lzarning, bring
ker nothing but 2 mizersble marriage.
Her struggleto be a perfact housewife
15 at odd with her husband lack of
interest of becoming her hushand. Her

*husband is cheating over her and has
an affair. At the end of the film, she
proposes divorce to her husband. A

Juraal limiah Widva Wacana

decision that is censidered a ruin for a
woman in 1950’ era. Althcugh her
maother and her society againstherwill,
Betty takes hor right as a fice spirit
who can do amvthing based onherown
free will.

CONCLUSION

Mona Lisa Smile is a film where
the traditional philosophy sa'd that a
woman’s place is in the home- raise
children- end takecare of her huskand,
Women live by the traditional female
role, that all they have o is to be o
perfect housewife for their future
husband. Even a college prepares the
students to be a good wifeand mother

Katherine Aun Walson, an an
historian teacher comes tn Wellesley
to make a difference. She inspires and
encourages Wellesley students to a
new idea of hiving by using
conternporary art in her class. She
invites her stirdents to judge art with
their own opinion. She also leads her
students tobelieve that they can do the
same thing in their lives; that they are
free to conform to socicty expectation
or they can be their self if they wish
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