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Abstract 

Pandemic covid-19 or corona virus disease forced many schools in Indonesia to apply 
online learning. The purpose of the study was to describe the problems in teaching 
reading comprehension before and during pandemic covid-19. The method of this 
research was descriptive qualitative research. The subject of the research was the English 
teacher of eleventh grades and the students of XI-C in SMK Wijaya Kusuma Surakarta. 
The data were collected through questionnaires and interview. The questionnaires were 
given to English teacher and the students of XI-C SMK Wijaya Kusuma Surakarta. The 
data were analyzed used qualitative data analysis. The data were analyzed through the 
process of 1) data reduction, 2) data display, 3) data collection, 4) conclusion 
drawing/verification. Interestingly, the study found that the problems of teaching reading 
comprehension before pandemic covid-19 were: 1) the students had difficulty to finding 
main idea and detail information, 2) the students had difficulty to comprehend sentence 
in teaching reading comprehension, 3) the students get nervous and less motivation when 
reading English text, 4) the different ability of students. While, during pandemic covid-
19 the problems in teaching reading comprehension were: 1) internet connection and 
signal, 2) limited internet quota, 3) slow responds, 4) prefer face to face learning. The 
study recommends that other researcher to development kinds of media online learning 
to implement effective teaching and learning process.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Readingtis one oftEnglish skills that 

to mastertby all of thetstudents in learningt 

the language. The skill needs sources to get 

information and process to explore 

knowledge for readers. Having 

goodtreading skill is verytimportant to the 

students. It canthelp the studentstto get a lot 

oftinformation. The studentstshould have 

readingtskill to comprehendttexts. Sweet 

and snow (2003) define reading as a process 

of constructing meaning from text. 

Reading comprehension is one of 

the greatest problems that students faced in 

eleventh grades of SMK Wijaya Kusuma 

Surakarta. Based on English teacher 

interview, the students’ difficulties in 

reading comprehension were finding 

maintidea oftthe text, understanding the 

meaningttof words and sentences, finding 

detail information and understanding 

specific information. 

Besides, from thetEnglish teacher 

interview, thettstudents’ problem in 

understandingttthe content of learning 

materials caused by some factors. The 

factors were the studentsttfelt difficulttto 

combine the meaningttof words or 

sentencestin thetmessage. The studentsthad 

less motivationtand interest inttlearning 

reading. It can be seen from the activity 

when the English teacher teach reading in 

the classroom. They were not engaged and 

shy if the English teacher ask them to read 

the reading text in front of the class.  

The problems oftteaching reading 

becomes an important section in 

teachingtand learning. Therefore, the 

teacher should choose an appropriate 

technique in teaching reading which are 

relevant with students’ need. While, the 

aimtof teaching readingtis to developtthe 

students’ ability, sot’they can readtand 

understand the Englishttext efficiently and 

effectively. In fact, to get the purpose of 

teaching reading, the English teacher faced 

several problems in teaching reading 

comprehension either before pandemic 

covid-19 or during pandemic covid-19. 

In SMK Wijaya Kusuma Surakarta 

before pandemic covid-19 the English 

teacher teach the students especially in 

teaching reading comprehension with face 

to face learning in the classroom. The 

English teacher used one of the techniques 

to teach the students, for the example is 

cooperative learning. It does allow the 

students to do some activities to improved 

their reading skills. The activities were: 1) 

the teacher sometimes make group 

discussion in teaching reading, 2) the 

teacher often give background knowledge 



about the reading text, 3) the students often 

read for specific information, 4) the 

students always write summary about what 

they have read in after reading process. 

Almost alltcities intIndonesia face 

thetscary viruses namelytcovid-19 or 

coronavirus disease in March 2020. The 

coronavirus spread affected all aspectsttof 

human life including education aspect. 

Consequently, the coronavirus forced the 

teachers moved theirtway of teachingtfrom 

face to facetlearning in thetclassroom to 

applied online learning.  

Intthe pandemic covid-19 the 

teachingttand learning process is movedtat 

home to applying online learning by using 

variousttechnological devices suchtas 

smartphone, computer andtnotebook. 

Nowdays, there are a lottof technology 

equipmenttis available to supportt’online 

learning that can be used by the teacher and 

the students such as Google classroom, 

whatsapp messenger, Google meet, and 

zoom. The types of online learning media 

should be interesting and easy to access for 

the students.  

Thetimplementation of online 

learning in teaching reading comprehension 

during pandemic covid-19 attthe eleventh 

gradet’of SMK Wijaya Kusuma Surakarta 

will help the students to be more active and 

easier to understand the material in teaching 

and learning process. Lister (2004) states 

that online learning involves choosing 

components that help improve students to 

engage with the content. In addition, 

Pusvyta (2015) states that online learning is 

an alternative that can be applied in the era 

of technology and communication that is 

overgrowing now. One of the kinds of 

online learning media is whatsapp. The 

English teacher chooses whatssapp as the 

medium in teaching reading comprehension 

during pandemic covid-19 by the agreement 

all of the teachers in SMK Wijaya Kusuma 

Surakarta. 

The activities in teaching reading 

comprehension before and during pandemic 

covid-19 were totally different. The activity 

in teaching reading comprehension during 

pandemic covid-19 were: 1) the teacher 

never made group discussion in teaching 

reading, becuse the teaching and learning 

process held in the different place or in 

distance learning, 2) the teacher sometimes- 

gave background knowledge about the 

reading text in pre-reading activities, 

because there were limited activity through 

online learning, the teacher often give 

English text and then questions related to 

the material, 3) the students sometimes read 

for specific information in while reading 

process, because the teacher cannot observe 

them directly, 4) the students often write 



summary about what they have read in 

while reading process. 

This article focused on the 

comparative of problems in teaching 

reading comprehension before and during 

pandemic covid-19.  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Teaching Reading 

Reading is an activity tot’get 

information fromtthe text. Reading makes 

the studentst’can access worlds of ideas and 

feelings. Moreover, reading can be 

inspiring and give experience for the 

students when they can understand the 

message from the text. It caused, why 

reading is very important to be taught in the 

school especially in Vocational High 

School. The aims oft’teaching reading are 

to developt’the students’ abilityt’in 

comprehend text, so they cant’read and 

understandtthe Englisht’text efficient and 

effectively. Harmer (1998:68) states that 

there are many reasons why getting students 

to read English text is an important of the 

teacher’s job. It is important for study 

purposes, for their career, for improving the 

process of language acquisition, for 

studytlanguage, vocabulary,tgrammar, 

punctuation,tand the way 

constructt’sentence, paragraph,’and texts. It 

cantbe concludedt’that teaching reading 

ist’important for students to 

studyingttlanguage and’to improve the 

processtof language acquisition. 

Cooperative Learning 

 In thetarea of teachingtreading for 

Vocational High School, the studentstare 

expected to be abletunderstand writtenttext 

to reachtthe functional leveltincluding the 

ability of understandingtmany kinds of 

short functionalttext. One of the teaching 

strategies which can betused by the 

Englisht’teacher in teaches reading 

comprehensiont’is cooperative learning. 

Brown (2001:47) states that cooperative 

learning is one strategy that involves 

students to work together in pairs or groups 

and they share information. It means that 

the students or learner involves to work 

together it can be pairs or group so they can 

share information together. 

Online Learning 

 Online learning is onettype of 

distancet’learning. Stem (2019) states that 

online learning is the education that take 

place over internet. It’s mean that any 

learning can be run in different place not in 

the same classroom. The teachert’can used 

online learningtto improve and enhancetthe 

students’ ability using kinds of applications 

through online learning such as whatsapp, 

Zoom, Google classroom, etc. The students 

can learn through online learning in the 



different place without face to face learning 

in the classroom. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 This research is a qualitative 

descriptive study. Arifin (2012) states that 

comparative study is a research method 

which is used to compare two objects or 

more objects as the variables of 

thetresearch. The resultstof thetanalysis are 

focused ontthe differences of the objects. 

The data usedtin this paper weretobtained 

throughtquestionnaires distributedt’tvia 

Google forms, and interview. 

Questionnaires were distributed to English 

teacher at SMK Wijaya Kusuma Surakarta 

and the students of the eleventh grade of 

SMK Wijaya Kusuma Surakarta. The 

questionnaires were distributed to 

determine the process of teachingtand 

learningtreading comprehension and also 

determine the problemstin teaching and 

learning readingt’comprehension in SMK 

Wijaya Kusuma Surakarta. Interview was 

conducted with the English teacher at the 

eleventh grade of SMK Wijaya Kusuma 

Surakarta. The interview selected related to 

the teaching and learning before and during 

pandemic covid-19 in SMK Wijaya 

Kusuma Surakarta. 

The interview was conductedtto find 

outtmore in-depth informationtrelated to the 

online learningt’process. Informant were 

interviewedt’is English teacher of the 

eleventh grade in SMK Wijaya Kusuma 

Surakarta. The questions consist of the 

process, strategies and problems during 

pandemic covid-19 through online learning. 

The data were analyzed through the 

process of 1) data reduction, 2) data display, 

3) data collection, 4) conclusion 

drawing/verification. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 The problems in teaching reading 

comprehension before and during pandemic 

covid-19 are totally different. The results of 

the study showed that the problems in 

teaching reading comprehension before 

pandemic covid-19 are: 1) the students had 

difficulty to finding main idea and detail 

information of the text, some of the students 

were lack vocabulary so they find it difficult 

to finding main idea and detail information, 

2) thet’students had difficulty to 

comprehend sentence in teaching reading 

comprehension because some oftthem 

depend on dictionary when they find 

difficult and new words, 3) the students get 

nervous and less motivation whentreading 

English texttbecause theytnot interest to 

reading Englishttext so theytwere rarely 

practice to read English, 4) the different 

ability of students, some of the students 



The Problems in Teaching 
Reading Comprehension 

Before Pandemic Covid-19

• The students had difficulty 
to finding main idea and 
detail information of the text

• The students had difficulty 
to comprehend sentence

• The students get nerveous 
and less motivation

• The different ability of 
students

The Problems in Teaching 
Reading Comprehension 

Before Pandemic Covid-19

• Internet connection and 
signal

• Limited Internet quota
• Slow responds
• Prefer face to face learning

learned the material easily and other learned 

it with some difficulties. 

 Alternative learning should be 

chosen by the teacher during pandemic 

covid-19 in SMK Wijaya Kusuma 

Surakarta. This decision is made as the 

anticipation the spread of coronaviruses. 

Online learning appears astthe answers in 

teachingt’and learningt’process during 

pandemic covid-19. It’s allows thet’teacher 

and thetstudents run thet’teaching and 

learningt’process without face to face 

learning. The teaching and learning process 

in 2020/2021 academic year must continue 

although in pandemic covid-19. The 

physical and social distancing cannot force 

the processes of teaching and learning 

especially teaching English in face to face 

learning or can meet each other in a 

classroom. 

 The result of the study also showed 

that the problems in teaching reading 

comprehension during pandemic covid-19 

are: 1) internet connection and signal, the 

location of students house affect to the 

internet connection and signal to join online 

learning, 2) limited internet quota, online 

learning wastes much internet quota to send 

and receive material, the students and the 

teacher should have internet quota to join 

online learning, 3) slow responds, it can be 

seen from students’ time duration when 

they collected their assignment, besides 

some of the students late when they respond 

the teacher instruction, 4) limited memory 

storage, all of documents through online 

learning saved in the memory storage in 

smartphone, all of documents such as 

picture, video, ms.word and pdf file saved 

in the memory, it makes the memory 

storage in the smartphone full quickly, 5) 

prefer face to face learning, because the 

goal of teaching reading can be achieved 

one hundred percent, the students and the 

teacher can teach and learn directly so the 

teaching and learning material clearly. 

Table 1. Results of the Research 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Rochyani & arif (2020) clarifies 

there are six problems arose during online 

learning. The arising teaching problems are: 

1) the teachers’ disability in accessing 

technology, 2) school facilities in 

supporting e-learning, 3) the difficulties in 

explaining material, 4) students’ limitation 

in accessing the internet, 5) students’ 

economically disadvantages family 

background, 6) parents’ support system. 



Moreover, Yanuarti & Yana (2015) 

describes that there are four problems in 

teaching reading comprehension. The 

problems are: 1) lack of students’ 

vocabulary mastery, 2) lack of motivation 

in reading, 3) students were not used to read 

a lot on a regular basis, 4) teaching time 

allocation. 

 Overall, the English teacher and the 

students had tried their best solutions to 

facing their problems in conducting online 

learning during pandemic covid-19 to 

achievet’the goal oftteaching especiallyt’in 

teachingtreading comprehension. 

 

CONCLUSION  

Based ont’the description ‘and 

analysis of data, problems of teaching 

reading comprehension at SMK Wijaya 

Kusuma Surakarta are still found.  

Firstly, the problemst’faced bytthe 

students andt’the English teacher in 

teaching readingt’comprehension before 

pandemic covid-19 are: 1) the students had 

difficulty to finding main idea and detail 

information of thettext, 2) the students 

hadt’difficulty tot’comprehend sentence in 

teachingt’ rreading comprehension, 3) 

thetstudents get nervous and less motivation 

when reading English text, 4) the different 

ability of students. 

However, There aretproblems in 

teaching readingtcomprehension during 

pandemic covid-19: 1) internet connection 

and signal, 2) limited internet quota, 3) slow 

responds, 4) limited memory storage, 5) 

prefer face to face learning. 
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