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ABSTRACT: Speaking skill is necessary skill which very important in conversation with 

others. It means that people need to master speaking skill. The aim of the research was to know 

whether Story Completion can improve students’ speaking skill at the tenth grade of MAN 1 

Surakarta in 2019/2020 Academic Year. The method of the research was classroom action 

research which consist of two cycles. Each cycle consisted of planning, implementing, 

observing, and reflecting. The test was oral test and the non-test were observation, interview, and 

documentation. While, to analyze the data was used t-test. The result of this research showed that 

the implementation of Story Completion was succsessfully improve students’ speaking skill. The 

mean score of pre-test was 55,38. Meanwhile in the post-test 1 in cycle 1, it improved to 66,5. In 

the post – test 2 the score had improved to 79. To try the significance result of teaching and 

learning speaking in first and second cycle, it was used t-test. The result showed the t-test 

between pre-test and post-test 1 was improved, while the t-test between post-test 1 and 2 also 

improved. It can be concluded that Story Completion was appropriate to improve students’ 

speaking skill in teaching and learning process.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Speaking is the way to 

communicate with others. People can 

sharing idea, information, and 

emotion by speak to the other. In this 

world, there were so many language 

that can be used to communicate. 

English is global language which is 

very important for everyone. 

Mastering English becomes a must 

for communicating with others and 

for sharing infomation, idea, and 

emotion with all of people from all 

of countries. 

Speakingtskilltistonetoftfour 

skilltwhichtan important in English. 

Speaking skill is needed as the main 

key to communicate with another 

people. Richard & Renandya (2002: 

201) state that “we may use speaking 

to describe things, to complain about 

people’s behavior, to make polite 

requests, or to entertain people with 

jokes and anecdotes”. It means that 
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speaking skill is used everywhere. It 

is very useful totcommunicatetwith 

newtpeopletaroundtthetworldtinorder 

to dotsome activities more easily. 

There are many definitions 

oftspeaking bytexperts. According to 

Cameron (2001: 40), “speaking is the 

active use of languagetto express 

meanings so that other people can 

make sense of them”. It means that 

speaking is the tool to speak and 

communicate with other people by 

transfer the emotion, information, 

and idea. 

Accordingt tot Lewist andt 

Hillt (1993: 54),t speakingt ist at 

processt thatt coverst manyt thingst 

int additiont tot thet pronunciationt 

oft individualt sounds.t Itt meanst 

thatt pronunciationt ist nott thet onet 

thingt int speakingt butt stillt manyt 

others.t Widdowsont (1996: 59)t 

sayst thatt speakingt ist simplyt thet 

physicalt embodimentt oft abstractt 

systemt ort oft thet grammaticalt 

systemt oft languaget ort both.t Int 

othert words,t speakingt ist at wayt 

tot expresst at thoughtt ort grammart 

thatt cant bett combinedt intot at 

sentence. 

In addition,t Mackeyt (1965: 

266)t definest thatt speakingt ist ant 

oralt expressiont thatt involvest nott 

onlyt thet uset oft rightt patternst oft 

rhythmt andt intonationt butt alsot 

rightt ordert tot conveyt thett rightt 

meaning.t Int othert words,t 

speakingt cant affectt thet meaningt 

oft informationt basedt ont thet 

rhythmt andt intonation. 

Int othert hand,t skillt itselft 

definedt ast thet abilityt oft thet 

studentst int understandingt andt 

obtainingt thet material.t Everyt 

studentt hast differentt skillt int 

masteringt English,t sucht ast 

speakingt skill,t readingt skill,t 

listeningt skill,t andt writingt skill.t 

Accordingtt tot Bygatet (1997: 1),t 

skillt ist at hierarchyt oft decisionst 

andt automatedt actionst usedt ast ant 

integratedt whole,t thet lowert onest 

dependingt ont highert ones.t Itt 

meanst thatt everyt studentt hast 

differentt skillt basedt ont theirt 

ability.t Studentst whot havet lowt 

skillt willt dependt ont studentst 

whot havet hight skill. 

Basedt ont thet definitiont 

above,t itttcantbetconcludedt thattt 

speakingt skillt istthet actiont oft ant 
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oralt expressiont ort ant interactivet 

processt tot communicatet witht 

othert peoplet liket sharingt idea,t 

information,t andt emotiont byt 

constructingt thet meaningt oft 

wordst thatt consistst oft 

grammaticaltsystem,t pronunciation,t 

andt intonationt int ordert tot gett 

optimalt resultt int speaking. 

Mastering English can make 

students able to compete with other 

students. Itt ist intendedt tot improvet 

students’ skill andtto improve 

English skill in Indonesia. In senior 

high school especially at MAN 1 

Surakarta, English education is very 

needed for the students. In English 

teaching and learning process, it 

applied Curriculum 2013. 

Basedtontthetresult of observation 

conducted for students in class X 

IPA 5, it assumed that they were 

caused by several problems. The 

students showedtthatttheythad 

problemtin English especially in 

speaking skill. Thetproblems in 

speaking skill were: (1) students felt 

shy to cometin fronttoftthe 

classtandtto tell theirtopinion, (2) 

vocabulary mastery was limited so 

that students felt difficult to arrange a 

sentence, (3) students were not usual 

totuse English inttheir dailytactivity, 

so that they felt difficult to speak 

English. 

Based on some problems 

above, there was a solution to 

improve speaking skill for the 

students. There were so many 

methods thattcantbetused totimprove 

speaking skill fortthetstudents and to 

help the students to comprehend the 

English language. One of them is 

story completion. According to Kayi 

(2006), “story completion is an 

activity which is very enjoyable for 

the whole class and it is a good 

choice activity to push students to do 

oral communication”. Patel (2008: 

107) states that completingtstorytis 

good technique for conduction oral 

work. It means that story completion 

is fun technique that can be used 

fortthe whole studentstintthetclass to 

speak up intordertto improve their 

speaking skill. 

By using Story Completion, 

students were expected to be able to 

communicate fluently and the 

students are able to improve their 

speaking skill in English. In addition, 

students can learn casually because 
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this method focused on the students. 

The beginning of the story would be 

given then the students continued the 

story by using their own words, 

character, plot, etc. So that students 

could be confident because they were 

not alone to speak in front of the 

class. The students could try to 

ignore the error that they made later. 

It trained the students to be brave to 

express their own words and their 

opinion. Story completion gave 

chance to students who get less 

chance to explore their ability and 

idea without afraid to speak. 

The research aims to know 

how far the improvements of the 

students at the tenth grade of MAN 1 

Surakarta in 2019/2020 Academic 

Year especially for the students of X 

IPA 5 in teaching learning process 

after amplemented Story 

Completion. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This research was held at MAN 

1 Surakarta in 2019/2020 Academic 

Year. It is located at Sumpah 

Pemuda street number 62, Kadipiro, 

Banjarsari, Surakarta City, Central 

Java 57136. The research was 

conducted from July to September 

2019 at class X IPA 5 which    

consisted of 32 female students. The 

method of this research was 

Classroom Action Research. 

According to Car and Kemmis and 

Mc Taggart in Burns (1999: 32), 

action research conduct in a dynamic 

and complementary process, there 

are planning, action, observation, and 

reflection. The research was 

conducted in two cycles. The data 

were collected through test and non-

test. In collecting the data, it used 

oral test in pre-test, post-test 1, and 

post-test 2. Besides that to collect the 

non-test data, it used observation, 

interview, and documentation. 

While, the results of the tests 

analyzed using non-independent t-

test. It is showed the problem 

whether there was a significant 

difference between the students’ 

achievement before and after the 

action. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In this research, it tells about 

the result of the research by using 

Story Completion to improve 

students speaking skill at the tenth 
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grade of MAN 1 Surakarta in 

2019/2020 Academic Year. The 

finding of the research proved that 

the implementation of Story 

Completion was successful to 

improve students’ speaking 

achievement scores. The students did 

the pre-test before the implementing 

Story Completion to measure the 

students speaking skill. The mean 

score of pre-test was 55,38. The pre-

test did to know the students’ 

problem in English lesson, 

particularly speaking activities. It 

still far under the KKM (Kriteria 

Ketuntasan Minimal). It was caused 

by the insufficient students’ abilities 

to support their speaking skill, which 

covering comprehension, 

pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, 

and fluency. The research was 

conducted through two cycles. Each 

cycle consisted of a series of steps 

consisting of identifying the 

problem, planning, implementing, 

observing, and reflecting. 

The result of the research 

showed that there were so many 

positive impact for the students’ 

speaking skill by using Story 

Completion in learning English. At 

the first cycle, the students’ interest 

and motivation were improved. Since 

it is fun to use and easy to learn. It is 

suits the students well. Because they 

were loved to tell the story with their 

friends. Moreover, the students’ 

speaking skill by using Story 

Completion was improved.  

Meanwhile, there was found 

some improvements in cycle 2. The 

class condition were slowly quiet and 

better than cycle 1. They looked so 

enthusiastic and enjoyed in learning 

speaking English. They looked more 

cooperative and passionate in telling 

story of their group. They could 

express their idea, they could 

pronounce the words correctly, they 

could arrange the sentence 

grammatically, and they could 

enhance their vocabulary. It is 

support with the result of the test. 

Based on the result of the post-test 

after the action, the researcher found 

the score was slowly going up from 

post-test 1 (66,5) and post-test 2 (79). 

It meant the students’ speaking 

skill improved. Story Completion 

can improve students’ speaking skill 

(include of grammar, pronunciation, 

vocabulary, comprehension, and 
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fluency). In fact, the findings of the 

study showed that the use of Story 

Completion in the tenth grade 

improved students’ speaking skill. 

The improvement could be achieved 

because Story Completion helped the 

student’s language, so that Story 

Completion could improve language 

skills especially in speaking skill. 

To know the significant 

between the test, it used t- test in 

analyzing the data. The data of the 

mean score of pre – test, post – test 1 

and post – test 2, it showed the 

improvement of speaking skill by 

using Story Completion. The mean 

score of post – test 2 (79) was higher 

than pre – test (55,38) and post – test 

1 (66,5). The result of test among pre 

– test and post – test 1 was 14,324. 

So, the result in cycle 1 by using t-

test was 1772< 14,324 >2128.  

 

Table 1. Result  of Cycle 1 

The Mean 

Score of 

Pre-test 

The 

Mean of 

Post-test 

1 

T-value 

of cycle 

1 

   55,38     66,5 14,324 

 

 There was an improvement as 

well between pos-test 1 and post-test 

2 after applying the method in cycle 

2. After comparing the mean score, 

the reseracher found the score of 

cycle 2 was higher than post-test 1. 

The result of test among post – test 1 

and post – test 2 was 17,007. So, the 

result in cycle 2 by using t – test was 

2128< 17,007 >2528. It can be 

concluded that there was a 

significance improvement of the 

students’ speaking skill by using 

Story Completion. 

 

Table 2. Result of Cycle 2 

The Mean 

of Post-test 

1 

The 

Mean of 

Post-

test 2 

T-value 

of Cycle 

2 

66,5 79 17,007 

  

Based on the implementation 

of Story Completion, it has strength 

in teaching learning process. It can 

improve the students speaking skill 

obviously from the data that showed 

the result of the score. The students 

bravely to speak in English and they 

can speak up confidently. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the result of the research, it 

can take the straight of the 

conclusion considering the 

improving speaking skill by using 

Story Completion at the tenth grade 

of MAN 1 Surakarta in 2019/2020 

Academic Year. Story Completion 

can improve students’ speaking skill. 

As showed by the result of research, 

It showed a significant improvement 

of the students especially in speaking 

skill. Before the resarch was 

conducted, the students got difficulty 

in finding vocabulary, using 

grammar, and the students were 

afraid to speak up. After Classroom 

Action Research was implemented, 

the students’ speaking skill 

improved. The students could speak 

by using correct grammar, they could 

pronounce the words correctly, and 

they got new vocabularies. They also 

did not feel afraid when they speak 

in front of the class. The 

achievement of speaking test was 

increased. 
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